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ABSTRACT

The region of South Asia has been one of the nrasegically relevant, and at the same time, vuide, in the
realms of International Politics. The most profouadtor which has perhaps underlined the entireaegt of regionalism
in the subcontinent has been India’s overarchingspnce, and the ‘fear psychosis ‘generated in timelsrof her smaller
neighbors The simmering tensions in the anvil ef ibgion has also impeded the progress of the negimstitution,
the SAARC. And, without a doubt, it is India’s teelas with her neighbors, which has been the catdty determining the
various contours of the politico-economic-sociotgrdl-institutional framework in the subcontinefithe present study
seeks to analyze the nature, functioning and thgtitional reformulation of the SAARC, and thersbgk to recommend
measures that can be utilized for diluting the sesrof conflict and ink/sketch a better and durdbtare course for South
Asian regionalism. The paper researches the typigakk-l solutions that have been and can be etilifor conflict
resolution and be cementing peace and stabilityhie region and augment the spirit of regionalismSauth Asia.
In the last part, the paper analyses the prospetirack 1V/V methods of alternative diplomatidiatives, especially the
possible role of media images and citizen diplonetcyin engendering durable peace or at least giteimseek a way out

of the perenniality of conflict in the South Asragion.

The paper enquires into the role of media imagethe context of South Asian regionalism, and therient
anti-Indianism and perenniality of conflict in tlmegion especially harping on the prospective alégive role of media
and citizen diplomacy and Track IV/V diplomatictimtives and their viability in the betterment dfiet same.
The research questioris whether media images can act as a platformcfozen diplomacy, how it can play a better
integrative role than already attempted Track-Bhdeavours and initiate peace initiatives, stepstgp, with the NGOs,
Women'’s Groups etc working in tandem, in order nwasthen political rigidities, reduce trust deficlireed spirit of

cooperation, connect with the people across theléi:.

KEYWORDS:Regionalism, Indian Subcontinent, Conflict-CoopertDichotomy, India’'s ‘Hegemony’, Policy toward
its Neighbours, SAARC, Media and Citizen Diplom#&eyan Ki Asha, Romancing the Border, SAFMA

INTRODUCTION

The Asian resurgence has been one of the mosfisayi developments of our times. It has been raiéel time
and again that the Zentury would emerge as the Asian Century, jusha2d' century was the American Century, and
the 19" was the European Century. By 2050, China is ergettd be the world’s largest economy, with Indisaaslose

second. By then Asia may be the home to severeofvthrld’s largest economies.
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The Asian Development Bank (ADB), has projecteda’as a region that will achieve an average growati of
7% in 2014-2015 period, as compared to the globahemic growth forecast of 3.3%southAsia presents quite a picture
in contrast. It has for decades, languished in sitipa of relative underdevelopment, and the depend on external
powers for aid and succor. The dawn of the newemillum had presented a real opportunity to South, &sbuild a new
century of cooperative security, breaking away fribi@ debilitating past of South Asian competitigeusity framework.
Essentially, over the past fifty years or so, tegion had been held hostage to the vagaries of-maveer rivalries and
intransigent, inter-state conflictslowever, recent changes in the international envinent, and more precisely, changes
in the region, have created the atmosphere of usgén new peace and security trajectories, whioh more in tune with
the demands of development politicglubitably, in spite of the apparent lack of elepment and multi-faceted progress,
and South Asia’s perceived lack of capability anck$ight to deal with the multitude of crises, @a@not deny the fact
that the urge to come together, and the firdital themselves in a single cohesive identigd indeed been burning

strongly in the hearts of the people of the regidnis brings us to the focal point of thissearch paper

The main objective of this paper is —to study antkerpret how the various schools of thought have
conceptualized the notion of regional cooperatiaw the SAARC fits into the paradigm, and whatrify, has been the
fallout of India’s relations with her neighbours determining the pace of the regionalism in SoutiaAThe main
hypothesis of the paper is that South Asian regionalism isnt&d in a region mired inperennial conflict
(inter as well as intra-state disputes) wlitldo-centricitybeing a geopolitical feature of the region gettirapslated into
congenitalanti-Indianism trust-deficit that arrests the spirit of regiasal from fosteringThe Study Areawould seek to
focus on how the SAARC has been held hostage tinthectable relations among the members, and whethrue way
out can be envisaged from the impasse. &@demic and scholarly interestthis study would like to contribute and
prescribe certain ways and means for achievinglésires and aspirations lying nascent in the SAARt&se ways and
means might be able to solve the “real” problemgiwhave hampered the progress of regional integrat South Asia.
Hence,a theory-building approach along with policy presciptions, are the significant endeavors of the presentystud
The present study seeks to analyze the naturetidaimg and the institutional reformulation of tB&AARC, and thereby
seek to recommend measures that can be utilizediliging the sources of conflict and ink/sketclbetter and durable
future course for South Asian regionalism. The papsearches the typical Track-1 solutions that besn and can be
utilized for conflict resolution and be cementinggpe and stability in the region and augment tivé s regionalism in
South Asia. In the last part, the paper analyseptbspects of Track IV/V methods of alternativplainatic initiatives,
especially the possible role of media images atideti diplomacy etc in engendering durable peacat teast attempt to

seek a way out of the perenniality of conflictle tSouth Asian region.

The paper inquires into the role of media imageshe context of South Asian regionalism, and titeeient
anti-Indianism and perenniality of conflict in thegion especially harping on the prospective adteve role of media and
citizen diplomacy and Track IV/V diplomatic initisés and their viability in the betterment of then®e. The research
guestionis whether media images can act as a platformifiaen diplomacy, how it can play a better intdiye@role than
already attempted Track-I/Il endeavours and imtia¢ace initiatives, step-by-step, with the NGOsnwn’'s Groups etc
working in tandem, in order to smoothen politidgidities, reduce trust deficit, breed spirit ofopration, connect with

the people across the borders.
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Research Method The Project Research Paper is based on aggrelgate analysis(both qualitative and
guantitative data) acquired from both primary aedosidary sources and also follows the historicahowas well as the

case study method

Theoretical Perspectives Utilized The paper uses theoretical underpinnings of iPaliRealism in explaining
the perenniality of conflict in the South Asian i@y It utilizes theories of regional integratioikel Functionalism,
Neo-Functionalism to explain the dynamics of regldntegration. It also utilizes insights from JoBaltung’s concept of
‘Peace Journalism’ and also the Constructivistsd#dadentity , norms, values, human ideas and thatiential in weaving
connectivity, people-to-people contact, utilizifgetpotential for human agency, human interface maw interaction,

exchange of ideas, citizen diplomacy and thereleycsling possible alternative paths to peace imag®n.
The South Asian Paradox-A REGION WITHOUT REGIONALIS M?

In this context, we must concentrate on the graduogergence of the modern region of South Asiacivhs
traditionally known as the Indian subcontinent. Thdian subcontinent, or the region of South Asis lexisted as a
regional space, since pre-modern history. Sincéeahtimes, and until the British period, the snmihcipalities and the
big empires of the region had a history of inteetetence. Thus, the Indian subcontinent had develagea regional
complex, even before the colonial period. The Bhitiule consolidated much of its divergent looaditand postulated the
concept of the British Empir@he current political map of Soutksia began to evolve in the early"™2€enturyand South
Asia gradually evolved into the insular post-coldriitate systenft this juncture, it would be prudent to examine the
geographical, demographic and financial contours ofmodern-day South Asia.With an area of 5.1 million sq.km.,
the region has a population of approximately 1l8obi (2014 estimates), with the highest density806 people / sq. km.
South Asia’s population, constituting more than 3@¥the world’'s population, offers a formidable dmgnaphic
challenge it has more than 40% of th@opulation living below the poverty linavith barely 55% adult literacy rate.
Shockingly, enough, South Asia covers 3.8% of lareh in the world, but its total GDP is only 2%tloé world's total
output. Similarly, the average per capita incomeSotith Asia in 2014 has been considerably lowen #en that of

sub -Saharan Africa, and by a clear margin.
The main features of South Asian Region may bensarzed

Indo-centricity and its transcendence to the kwefl a perceived imaging of India as a hegemoniwepo

generating a ‘fear psychosis’ among the smallgghtmirs and catalyzing a strong sentiment of amtialmsm.
Post Colonial Nature of the Region

e The nation-building process remains incomplete wagithe state-formation process has been a cdivesérn
construct-suitability of western institutions antb@esses remain questionable, competing/conflictimges of

nationalism remain active, ethnic-nationalisticcies unleashed

» It represents an ethnic mosaic with several etbrocips in mutual contestation in order to preséinegr ethnic

identities
e Lack of the potential to build an effective sequdbmmunity due to the lack of common security pptons.

» Prevalence of Inter-state and intra-state disputes.
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» Lack of a regional identity or failure to evolveegional identity.
» Failure to institute regional economic cooperatiec¥nomic interdependence.

The forces of regionalism have been arrested altleet prevalence of politics. The SAARC has beeictim of

these acute realities facing the South Asian Region

In such a backdrop, the paper seeks to analyzgedbpolitical dynamics of South Asia and enquirds iwhy
regionalism has a chequered history in the samdekbnThe Indo-centric nature of South Asian Regiomv
Indo-centricity has virtually translated into congel anti-Indians(smaller-neighbor syndrome-peticep of India as

hegemonic power).

There has been a failure to evolve a regional tigemmust-deficit-lack of a vision of South Asian
Union-prevalence of inter-state disputes. SAARC thesn a victim of South Asian political realitiesbility to function
as a conflict-resolution mechanism -SAARC Summeétsuked as a mere a ‘talking shop’. Because of €nhénbitations,

there is a noted inability to deliberate and decidémportant regional issues.

Despite the SAPTA and SAFTA regional trade renditelow 5%.no concrete plan for cooperation for
establishing a regional energy grid. Lack of commeaurity perception-inability to build a securi@gmmunity. SAARC
level initiatives lack proper and viable implemditta mechanisms. An economic or communitarian vi$bregionalism
in South Asia is being held hostage to the salieiqgeower politics. The asymmetric power relatiamshe sub-continent
evoke a fractured perception of security whichthie absence of a common external threat, impedegrbwth Of a

security community.

Lack of consensual idea of security-SAARC unabldranscend the competitive security dynamics thnoa

cooperative framework that could encourage peacefules of conflict resolution.

SAARC forum has been used by smaller neighboranamstitutionalized platform —a buffer againstqesved
India’s hegemonism. For India, it has been therfoto prevent - powers influence. SAARC experienoaty limited
growth in terms of institutional development andgrammed implementation. SAARC has been unableotgef a
comprehensive, viable and realistic South Asianpeoative space. South Asia is unable to transcenskeif-identity or
rather, it fails to evolve a regional-level ideptiSouth Asian states employ distinctive nationkhog projects based on
territorialized state-centric identities, and désghe onset of globalization and unleashing ofkkeabased economic
liberalization policies in South Asia, territorizdéid and statist identities have not lost out to feuns of transcendent

/fragmented identities.

Hence, the region of South Asia, for all practipatposes, emerged as a developing region faciaghhllenges
that have stemmed not only from the demographidosign but also from the compulsions of economiveligment
The one concrete step necessary for mitigating slicargences has to be the evolution of an integrategional
framework Geographical contiguity of the member-countrisstie cornerstone for the formation of regionalcblo
consequently people in a region have a sense ohbgelg and nostalgia for their respective regioiname works .
E.U is for the Europeans, ASEAN for the South Eesiins, so is the South Asian Association for RegidCooperation
(SAARC), for South Asians. South Asia is also mdrkg the presence of cross-border similaritiesraditions, customs,

and languages in South Asia; and hence the cosrifithe region have ostensibly come closer to edoér, in terms of
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culture, ethnicity and religioh® In the context of South Asia being perceived agen-strategic, geo-economic unit’,
what matters much more the relative efforts at esafion. When globalization has set forth both opportunitésd
challenges, there is a need for the revival of comality among people of South Asia, as has emeargbdth Europe and
South East Asia

Building Bridges: Attempts at Reconciliation

The success of any regional enterprise is primasdged onthe twin pillars of—coordination among the
concerned member-states; and their determinatiomake a success of their organization, come whgt @ae must make
a concerted attempt to analyze the success-faisti@ of the SAARC—the regional organization of SDWsia in the
light of these parameters. Without a doubt, congdcethe E.U. The ASEAN, The APEC, the OPEC-OAPBLI of
which have tasted supreme success and some vestifgglsire in varying degrees, the SAARC has \dity failed to take
off™ A definite reason for this moribund state can Weibated to the prevailing discordant nature otein
member-countries’ relations in the regidrhe gradual losing sight of the combined, unifieglgof regional prosperity
and development has been largely responsible tboorder to succeed, harmonious, cordial relatiansong the
components are a mugtnd this is where the focus should be absolutely diostering sustained and ever-expanding
ties between the membersGiven the tenuous circumstances in South Asiarder to ensure regional cooperation in this
area, both the major incumbents—India and Pakistaawve to show their complete commitment for resgvtheir
protracted disputes, and unite into a cohesive avtidie Islamabad Declaration, following the W SAARC Summit of
2004, is a truly remarkable landmark in the fiefdemsuring economic cooperation in the region. Théslaration gave a
tremendous fillip to the necessity of creating &P$A (South Asian Preferential Trading Agreement) éme SAFTA
(South Asian Free Trade Area), thereby reiteratithge absolute inevitability of giving precedence g¢oonomic

considerations.

This actually laid the foundation stone fowilding a bridge to tide over the shortcomings in the anvil of thé&ations

among the members of the SAARC.

As usual, the onus is on India, to bring the dieett elements together and work towards realiziegdream of
creation of a unified, collaborative enterprise—8%ARC. India has to dispel all doubts regardieg thue intentions and
instill a sense of profound confidence in the miadd hearts of her compatriot nations in the SAARIR basic argument
postulated by several academicians is that regemah South Asia remains hostage to ‘protecting riational identity’
and ‘defending the national interests’ ‘preservilng sanctity of national borders’ and ‘safeguardimg national security’.
It must be the avowed principle of each and evéatesn the region to break the shackles of retaoce and come

together for the success of the regional enterprise

The paper attempts to envision a viable and realigt future for South Asian regionalism. It suggesta few

typically recommended steps
» Recognising The Importance of India’s leadership
* Finding a potential solution to the Kashmir dispute

« Exploring the Possibilities of establishing a SoAtian Regional Forum
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e Promoting Regional Identity

« Initiating realistic and incremental goals to fomperation and then attempt integrative efforts
* Increasing connectivity and boosting intra-regianatle.

» Energy cooperation

* Inclusion of Observers

*  Charter revision

« Building ‘engines’ of regional cooperation like ti8ADF, joint projects, energy grids, transportat@mridors,

monetary cooperation
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's ‘Neighborhood First' Diplomatic Initiative and South Asian Regionalism

The question remains whether the inception of Ndn@ Modi as the Indian Prime Minister in 2014 basught
any effective, real and positive changes in Indipddicy towards her South Asian neighbors. In tlomtext of an
Indo-centric South Asian region, India may be cqhgealized as a pre-eminent yet ‘reluctant’ powerorgy in the
capability quotient but lacking the attitude angbiestion and the Endeavor to stamp assertivelyd@minance in the
region. India’s immediate neighborhood policy sedmseflect such a lack of an attitude identifialléth an emerging
power in the contemporary world order. In the iptay between Realism and Idealism in the realmnaiidn foreign
policy, pragmatism and hard-core realism have ofteaen arrested by an adherence to the inherentstitegulture of
peace, non-violence, open diplomacy and adheranceotal norms, and reluctance to project hard pawehe astute

military sense of the term.

The paper analyzes the contemporary directions@&b-called ‘proactive’ initiatives of PM Modi amehether that can
signal a turnaround in the context of India’s rielas with South Asian neighbours, in a pervasiveitspf pragmatic
Realism. Modi’'s ‘neighborhood first' policy of agély engaging the south asian neighbors as the dtep towards
working to engage an extended neighborhood aldaded initial positive overtures towards Pakistdrcan be asserted
that theprogress of South Asian regionalism has often logtarred due to the volatility of relations betwew of the
frontline states-India and Pakistaklodi’s early initiatives generated a euphoria it situation may improve. But as the
‘march towards a composite and comprehensive dielogvere slowly progressing, they were cut shoré da the
Pathankot attacks, followed by attacks on army daseJri and Nagrota. Modi initiated a somewhaffdit-tat tactic in
unleashing the counter-offensive Surgical Strikkeseatened to revoke the 1960 Indus Water TrehéyMFN status given
to Pakistan and took the issue of Pakistan asta ttat sponsors terrorism, to global quartersrdeito brand Pakistan’s
image, negatively, as a terror-sponsoring statencelendia and Pakistan, despite Modi's proactifiseign policy
initiatives, still stand on a road to nowhere, rieaconsiders the prospects of a government-lewdétjgally mediated and

diplomatic solution to the problem—the road isitdgs been in the past, virtually blocked.
Alternative Paths towards Building Durable Peace irSouth Asia

The state of India-Pakistan relations reflectsatiggly on the platform of South Asian regionalisifforts at

resolving disputes at the Track-I /Il levels haweb suggested, experimented, tested tried timeagath but has not
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yielded desirable results. Hence, the questionetodsearched is what can be alternative routetpathsolve disputes,
conflict-transformation, conflict-reduction , buifd) confidence among the states mired in animaaity conflict, reduce
trust-deficit, that can ultimately lead to effeeiconflict resolution and build bridges of trustqoperation, shared

perceptions upon which the road to durable andt&éfe peace can be engendered.

The paper, in such a backdrop, enquires into dle af media images in the context of India-Pakis&lations,
especially harping on the prospective alternatole of media and citizen diplomacy and Track IVIdipatic initiatives
and their viability in the betterment of the sarfibe research question is whether media images aaasan platform for
citizen diplomacy, how it can play an integratiederand initiate peace initiatives, step-by-stepphthe NGOs, Women'’s
Groups etc working in tandem, in order to smootpelitical rigidities, reduce trust deficit, breegirst of cooperation,

connect with the people across the borders

Media Images in IR and Citizen Diplomacy
Media Images in IR

Media portrayals of several issues in the formepforts, commentaries, analysis etc representtatarediated
reality rather than an objective reality. Thesegamimpact on common people as well as the ethiesgecision-makers.
Hence, media images can influence the foreign patiaking process and thereby interests both stadd#hedia studies

and IR per se.
Citizen Diplomacy

Joseph Montviile(1981) defined Citizen Diplomacy as“unofficial, informal interaction between membersfo
adversary groups or nations which aim to developattgies, influence public opinion and organize ham and

material resources in ways that might help to ressltheir conflict.”

e The power in citizen diplomacy lies with people,ondre in no way associated with the governmenngmawer
position. These are the people who are viewed esetist important stakeholders in bringing aboahange in

antagonistic relations.

» The capacity of citizen diplomacy lies in builditrgist and confidence among rival populations wheehlang

been fed with hatred and distrust of the ‘other’.

e« A process of questioning stereotypes and enemy @maman be initiated by citizen interactions between

populations who have kept away from each otherdasons that are at best political.

 The possibility of direct contact, personal expec& and humanizing the ‘other’ is offered only btizen
diplomacy whereas official diplomatic energies ammed at asserting political and military supetioover the

‘other’.
Media and Citizen Diplomacy

* As a venue for citizen diplomacy, the media carubed as a forum to air alternative points of vielich may
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not be possible in media exchanges conducted binesg The limitations and constraints of such extépns can
be overcome through the interactive model. Citidgmomats working through the media can also pheyrble of
citizen journalists in their respective countriessdminating truthful and accurate information gbibe ‘other’

side (Social media termed citizens’ diplomacy, 2012

» For improved relations between rivals, it is essgithat the engagement with the ‘other’ is notest@driven but
‘people-driven’. This gives a better chance of ioyement in relations as media’s ‘soft povferan be aptly

utilized by citizen diplomats.

South Asian military and security complex revobmund the bitter and entangled conflict betwedrarged
neighbors — India and Pakistan. Brighter prospémtsa South Asian century are difficult to realinaless the two
countries reconcile their differences and agrgarésper in peace. Among all the levels of diplomatiations between the
two, Citizen Diplomacy (CD) is the most significamit the least practiced. This is because the {Rdidstan conflict is
more a battle of perceptions in which governmemytsa outdo the ‘other’. It is in this context thifie paper scrutinizes the
role of mainstream media in building confidence prmimoting better relations. Research has provatithie role of media
in inter-state conflict is nationalistic, jingoistand populist. Media become the purveyor of hatsben they actually
possess the potential to facilitate peace and catipa. Both the mainstream media and process&itiaen Diplomacy
can synergize to alter state-centric perceptionsoaflict. Media can serve as an excellent avenue for Citizghomacy
Through the communications media, citizens of lmmthntries can meet, exchange views, hear the uhlaear witness the
unseen. It is imperative for Citizen Diplomacy feetively utilize the platform provided by media positively transmit
ideas and cultures across the border, to shatiudices and to debunk myths that contribute topbagpetuation of
conflict. By employing the case study method, thkeg ‘media peace initiatives’ in different mediutiie the press and
online media have been examined. These initiatpresent a collaborative effort between the medigheftwo states.
One may examine a ‘media institution’ which repraseanstitutionalization of media exchanges betwtdentwo states.
To study these novel initiatives, theoretical ins@dn is sought from Johan Galtung’s ‘Peace Jouista’ Model
One can challenge the notion that the media canlmlwarmongers. Media can work as facilitator€itizen Diplomacy

and arrange for a wider network of citizen exchanged interaction to take the cause of sub-conh@eace ahead.

While ‘Aman Ki Asha’is a joint peace initiative of the two largest gl newspapers of India and Pakistan;
Romancing the BordefRTB) is an online initiative on Facebook thateaipts to establish connections among young
Indians and Pakistanis. SAFMA — South Asian Fregliléssociation is an institution that works fordi@exchange and

interaction in South Asia.

These case accounts are used to reinstate thénéatche media can and must become an active féouwitizen
diplomacy if the frequency of interaction and conmigation among Indians and Pakistanis is to be wagmed and
sustained in an atmosphere of distrust and hgstiedia ventures like the ones mentioned abovérased on the model
of ‘Peace Journalismpropounded bylohan Galtuntj. The concept of peace journalism works on the Eerthat the
media should adopt the high road while reportirgpaflict and pay more attention to the causes séafid and violence

rather than violent events.
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In the year 2010South Asian Free Media Associationa mainstream media body devoted to freedom of
expression and access to information in South Aslabrated ten years of its existence. It was bsktednl with the two -

fold objectives of:

* Media development, free flow of and access to mition and a free, professionally competent, umlgicand
independent media in the region.

« Promote a culture of dialogue and an environmentufaderstanding, tolerance, peace, conflict regoluand

cross-border cooperation leading towards a Sout&nAdnion.

» SAFMA'’s objectives are limited to creating a condecatmosphere for the media in South Asia to warkn
environment free from political and social barrigteat are a part of the South Asian security comple
However, as an institutionalized forum for medizlenge, the power of SAFMA has not been utilizedffect
in building people to people contacts. The creitipbiwvhich SAFMA has established in all the yearsitsf
operations in South Asia should not be let off withusing it to create a forum for common peopldoth sides
to visit and get to know the ‘other’.

A number of criticisms are leveled at the mediedie in citizen diplomacy. There is no dearth ofuimis
encouraging people to people contact between Isdiamul Pakistanis, even though such existing mestmsnhave not
been able to function effectively. During a segusituation, will the media continue to be a platfidfor citizen diplomacy
or will it portray a state-centric view? Again thaestion remains, whether these avenues can lpeedtih the context of

India’s relations with her other neighbors.

There is no doubt that people to people contadlisewhance regional cooperation in South Asia. Witihe
explosion of the media in this region, it is suléato utilize its potential for citizen diplomaciowever, the media’s role
has to go beyond virtual exchanges; to be harnessdet people actually meet the ‘other’. Mediatder in citizen
diplomacy may help to negate the adverse impadtdfiiial diplomacy has on relations with the twations. Since
social media messages on twitter and facebook mgd; ¥ihe mediums can create a network of profesdsoon both sides
of the border. Citizen diplomacy via the mediahisg an informal attempt at improving formal pobtiand diplomatic
relations. Of course, in the case of India and faki even the role of the media has been obséovexiain hostage to

inter-state relations. Citizefilms, New Social Media-Mediated Reality

Even films, television programmes, new social raecikn be utilized as avenues in this context. Filikes
Bajrangi Bhaijaan, Veer Zara, and Filmistan showdasdo-Pakistan solidarity as mediated realitye €hlture of peace
can we be woven as a mediated reality first and thenslated into effective governmental-level gfoPopular opinion

needs to be generated which can act as stimulatite irealms of decision-making at the top levélgowt.

Mediated reality needs to be translated into #éffecreal steps towards designing policies at thacl-I levels
from which peace can be engendered in the regiba.rdad to peace in South Asia apparently seendaida@d with
political factors being the arresting notion, ye £ndeavors towards taking small and honest ste@sds peace-building
and overall stability of the region should be conéd with.
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CONCLUSIONS
Looking Ahead: The Visions of a Better Future

In the final analysis, there remains no doubtcabdw the SAARC should move forward towards reafizits
basic objectives. For decades, regional cooperati®outh Asia has been plagued by a host of r@lam®st prominent
among them being the nature of India-Pakistan ioglat Thus initiatives must be taken to achieveommrehensive
breakthrough in the age-old hostilities betweenttie South Asia. Similarly, all attempts must bedado resolve all the
outstanding bilateral disputes among the membé¢esstad the SAARC, so that regional cooperationmanteed at a brisk
pace. Political stability in the South Asian regiand the satisfactory resolution of all the complesues are important
prerequisites for the effective functioning of tBAARC. This can be facilitated if the vision oSauth Asian Community
based on peaceful coexistence, economic cooperaibigious tolerance, and cultural understandiag be realized by
the people and governments of the region. Simultameaction is necessary for consolidating funcliar@peration,
functional cooperation, for strengthening econonottaboration within the framework of the SAARC,dafor political
dialogues necessary for ensuring agreement ongtfeeiment on the principles and objectives, anadofflict resolution.
Economic considerations must take precedence whaiidore politics cannot achieve the desired goalsd only with

such concrete efforts, can the prospect of regiooaperation be realized.

The future of South Asia htsbe written by the South Asian societies rathantby the states which are mired in
conflict. Reflecting on the above the paper argineg there may be a clarion callfor the civil-sdgisector linkages,
citizen diplomacy, people-to-people contact that samewhat soothed the rigidities prevailing atghktical, elite-levels,

, to come forward in furthering the future of aimgyso immense in its potentialities-connectivithe media, both
traditional and new media can act as cementingefrits conflict-transformation and peace-buildp@ential can be
positively harnessed with a positive mindset. Acaidéans and specialists working in this area cao @lome up with
some positive discourses —can act as harbingenswfideas that can foster the spirit of cooperatiod strive to build

bridges of connectivity-a requiem for peace andlmimesolution among the two frontline statesSafuth Asia.

« In terms of spatiality, in the South Asian Regitiiree types of spaces can be envisaged-Statist/efiblitical

space/rigid borders symbolizing divisions amongntoas/political rigidities at elitist levels(spad
* Mediated space(space-2)

* In between these two layers a convergent spaceg(§)aan be possibly constructed/envisaged-a dpacévil-

society sector linkages

e That can strive to act as drivers of integraticeage-building, conflict-transformation, connectndtnd attempt to
build bridges for facilitating elite /statist levebnnectivity and thereby stimulate possible alé@we path to

peace.

Complimentarily needs to be maintained betweertkFtdl and Track IV/V initiatives in order to proote viable
and effective engines that can drive the peaceegsand make it durable. The bridges of trust pewmdion, common
mindset ,understanding of oneness, that can beuyiih this process or at least attempted can lgag@way in reducing
trust deficit, conflict transformation, reductiof animosity levels, create an atmosphere for conféduction, resolution

and confidence building and lead to building ofedfective security community by a process of ddatiof the complex
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and competitive security matrix of the region-theselges if effectively utilized by policy makerarclead to inbreeding

of an effective culture of peace in the region \khika dire necessity.
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